CHAPTER XIH

HORACE MANN AND THE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL REVIVAL

THE close of the first half of the nineteenth century
was distinguished by a remarkable revival in educa-
tion throughout the United States. This awakening
began and centered in Massachusetts, and was greatly
strengthened by the leadership and efforts of Horace
Mann. To appreciate the underlying causes, one must,
therefore, learn something of the life and purposes of
this great American educator.

The Early Career of Horace Mann

Horace Mann (1796-1859) was bom on a small farm

tstgc siid

in Franklin, Massachusetts.   His parents were plain training of
people, but of superior mental capacity and consider-
able strength of character, and the little town in which
he grew up also furnished an environment of unusually

high ideals in intelligence and morals.   The hard con- reverence
0                                     D                                                                            for knowl-
ditions of New England farm life and the early loss of edge.
his father fixed in him lifelong habits of industry, initia-
tive, and responsibility.   WHle the school training of
the day was meager and circumscribed., he learned in
his boyhood to love nature and her handiworkj and ac-
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